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This is the second issue of our Clinton County CERT Connection newsletter 
planned for production semi-annually each calendar year. We hope you find it 
interesting and informative. 

During the first half of 2016, CERT trainings offered included Ground Search, 
CPR/AED Certification, Search Tactics, Emergency Call Center, MedForce 
Helicopter and the annual Therapy Dog training.  

From January to the end of June of 2016, there has been approximately 400 
volunteer/training hours logged from Clinton County CERT/Therapy Dog 
volunteers! That is AWESOME! The second half of 2016 brings additional 
training opportunities and events for you. The last page of this newsletter 
includes upcoming CERT trainings and outreach events for the remainder of 
2016. Please make sure to sign up if interested and we will continue to send out 
training and upcoming events by email. 

You may have noticed in your email inbox from us more upcoming 
training/exercises available in Scott County for you to sign up for. You may be 
wondering why that is. The reason for this is the Clinton County EMA, Scott 
County EMA and RSVP are working together to provide you the opportunity to 
learn new skills and piggy back off of the knowledge that you already know 
from previous trainings to help at events. Also, the larger events in the QC may 
require more volunteers than they have in one area, therefore the need to 
open up volunteer opportunities to Clinton County CERT Volunteers. 

Thank you for all you do in the community! 
-Chance, Dan and Amanda 
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The annual CERT Therapy Dog 
training included a full line up of a 
variety of topics shared by 
experienced presenters. The 
training started with optional 
interactive games for the four-
legged friends that attended with 
their Handler. 

The night started with Charlotte 
Dunne, a CERT and Therapy Dog 
member speaking on the Science of 
Breeding. With her Boxer breeding 
experience and research provided, 
she pointed out the importance of 
safeguarding a dog’s breed for 
future generations. Dunne also 
shared breeding priorities and how 
to be aware of environmental 
factors that can increase a dog’s 
longevity.  

The second presenter was Erin 
Montgomery, who shared her 
experience and adventure from 
being a winner of the Iditarod 
Teacher on the Trail. With 
Montgomery’s Iditarod experience, 
she explained how the dogs trained 
in the off season and the supplies 
the owners needed during a race. 

 

 

The first two presentations were 
followed by two 5-minute topics 
from fellow CERT Therapy Dog 
handlers. Connie Heath 
demonstrated how to cut a dog’s 
toes nails when the dog does not 
feel comfortable with the vet doing 
so. Lois Hall closed the training with 
dog nutrition research and 
showcasing the importance of a pet 
owner knowing who really is behind 
the dog food nutrition review 
websites. 

The 2016 CERT Therapy Dog 
training was held on Tuesday, May 
17th at the County Administration 
Building and was available to 
anyone who was interested in 
attending.  

 

2016 Therapy Dog Training Presenters:  
(Top photo) Charlotte Dunne  

(Second photo) Erin Montgomery  
(Third photo) Connie Heath  

(Fourth photo) Lois Hall 

Do You Have Something to Say? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you like to include information in this newsletter? Good news, there will be available space in the upcoming 
newsletters for your helpful tidbits.  

We want to hear from you so email me your brief article! Prospective articles can include information from your 
experiences or facts pertaining to volunteering, CERT or emergency preparedness. All articles are due to Amanda by 
the end of either May or November - apearson@clintoncounty-ia.gov.  

 

For the Love 

of Dogs 
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The children in your family should be active participants in your family 
disaster planning. Getting them involved early will help alleviate their 
fears as well as prepare them to act should an emergency occur. The 
more they help plan, the more ready they will be. 

Some things you can do: 

 Teach them how to use the phone, and when it’s appropriate to call 
9-1-1. 

 Make sure young children know their address, phone number, and 
their parents/caregivers’ first and last name 

 Have them help when assembling your emergency supply kit. Make 
sure everyone in the family knows where the kit is located. 

 Get them involved in creating your family emergency plan. 
 Place a copy of your family emergency plan in your family disaster 

supply kit and on the refrigerator in your kitchen. 
 Practice your evacuation plan as a family on a regular basis (part of 

your family emergency plan). 
 Discuss where the family should meet in the event you are 

separated in an emergency. Go over this information often. 
 Talk about how you will take care of any pets you may have if you 

need to evacuate or shelter in place. 
 Make sure they know who your family’s emergency contact person 

is, and have them carry their contact information with them at all 
times. Put the information, along with your home, work and cell 
phone numbers in their school bag, wallet or purse, or program it 
into their cell phones. (See sample wallet card below) 

 Write down any medical information about each family member 
such as medications, allergies, or ongoing health problems. This 
information could save their life in an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER: CERT ID CARDS 

You may have noticed your new CERT 
ID card required at meetings, events 
and activations to be used for taking 
attendance instead of the sign in sheet. 
(See ID example below) 

This newer style ID card allows us to 
record volunteer hours electronically 
that populates into a time stamped 
report. That is an important tool if we 
ever need to track hours during a large 
disaster/event.  

In order to receive an ID, you must be in 
active status by attending a minimum 
of 4 events a year.  

With that said, please remember to 
bring your ID card to all CERT events 
and activations. If your ID card is ever 
lost, stolen or you have further 
questions on your participation status, 
email apearson@clintoncounty-ia.gov. 

Family 
Disaster 
Planning  
in 8 Easy 
Steps  

mailto:apearson@clintoncounty-ia.gov


CLINTON COUNTY CERT CONNECTION | Issue 2  4 

 

 

Planning Continues on the New County Law Center  
For years, the current Clinton County 
Jail had structural and plumbing 
problems. Those problems will soon 
be resolved. The law center 
referendum was approved with 
73.9% of voters in favor.  

The most recent prototype of the 
new Clinton County Law Center is 
shown to the right. The new facility 
will be attached to the west side of 
the existing Courthouse. Once the 
new facility is built and functional, 
the current jail will be demolished.  

The new facility will be occupied by 
the Sheriff’s Office, E-911 
Communications and Emergency 
Management staff as well as jail 
inmates. Additional resources 
available in the facility are Inmate 
Programming and the EOC. 

At this phase in the project the 
Architect with Shive Hattery and the 
Construction Manager with Samuels  

 

Group are looking at design options. 
The planning and decision making 
process will go until mid-August. 
Once the decisions are complete, 
drawings will be released for bid.  

At this time, construction will begin 
either the fall of 2016 or March of 
2017. The fall of 2016 would include 
an early Foundation Package which 
would avoid construction inflation 
costs and other related specifics. 

 

During this decision making phase 
the Law Center Planning Group are 
inviting the public to provide input at 
scheduled public meetings. Those 
public meetings will be held July 19 
and August 30, 2016. Both will begin 
at 6:30 pm at the DeWitt Satellite 
Office (226 11th Street, DeWitt). 

For more information call 563-243-
6213 ext. 4310 or email 
ccjcc@clintoncounty-ia.gov.  

 

THIS ISSUES’S EMERGENCY TIP: 

With family vacations and fun in the sun remember these summer vehicle safety tips: 

 Make sure the child’s safety seat and safety belt buckles aren’t too hot before securing the child in a 
safety restraint system, especially when your car has been parked in the heat. 

 Never leave a child unattended in a vehicle, even with the windows down. 
 Teach children not to play in, on or around cars. 
 Always lock car doors and trunks – even at home –  
        and keep keys out of children’s reach. 
 Always make sure all children have left the car when you  
       reach your destination.  
 
Don’t ever leave sleeping infants in in the car! 
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For the First Time! Quad Cities CERT Graduates 

Dave Donovan, Scott County Emergency Management Coordinator and Gayle Lundeen, Retired & Senior Volunteer 
Program (RSVP) Disaster Services Program Coordinator ought to feel good about their county’s recent achievement.  
After many weeks of planning, coordinating and seven late night classes, they hosted their first CERT Course at the Scott 
County EOC. 
 
According to Donovan, the group consisted of  
16 individuals that were from both Iowa and  
Illinois throughout Scott and Rock Island County. 
 Many of the graduates were husband and wife  
or mother daughter pairs. The final class  
occurred on April 26, 2016 with a graduation  
following their Disaster Simulation exercise. 
 
Donovan and Lundeen would like thank the  
many instructors that led and assisted with  
the training sessions, including: 

 Chance Kness, Clinton Co. EMA Coordinator 
 Bill and Lois Hall, Clinton County CERT 
 Linda Fredericksen and several other staff from Medic EMS 
 Lt. Mark Kakert and Davenport Fire Department (RIP and Godspeed, Mark!) 
 Nick Border, Scott Co. EMA and Rock Island Fire Department 
 Jaime Temple, Eastern Iowa Community College 
 Dave Layton, Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 
 Gayle Lundeen, RSVP 
 Nick Shorten, Davenport Police Department 
 Hawk and Deker, Clinton County CERT Therapy Dog Program/ EKOSAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLINTON COUNTY CERT CONNECTION | Issue 2  6 

 

 

Mark your calendar for the upcoming training events. Communication through email will still be used to update volunteers 
on additional trainings that come up. If you are interested in signing up for a training, requests can be sent to Amanda 
unless a different registration process is required. 
 

Saturday, July, 30th @ 7:00 – 11:30 am 
Volunteer Reception Center at the QC BIX 
Davenport location to be determined 
 
Tuesday, August 2nd @ 6:00 – 8 pm 
DeWitt National Night Out 
Lincoln Park (Located at 6th Avenue and 11th Street) 
 
Thursday, September 29th @ 7:00 – 8:30 pm 
CERT Training meeting (EOC Training) 
EOC in the Courthouse (612 N. 2nd St., Clinton) 
 
Saturday, October 1st @ 9 am – 1 pm 
City of Clinton Fire Department’s Open House 
Central Station (344 3rd Avenue S., Clinton) 
 
Saturday, October 8th @ 10 am – 2 pm 
City of Camanche Fire Department’s Open House 
Fire Station (917 3rd Street, Camanche) 
 
Sunday, November 6th @ 8 am – 10 pm 
Ground Search Training 
Eagle Point Park Lodge (3900 N. 3rd St., Clinton) 
 
 
 

Clinton County 

CERT Connection 
612 N. 2nd St. 

Clinton, IA 52732 

(563) 242-5712 

CALLING FOR TRAINING TOPIC IDEAS: 

We are also looking for training topics you may have for our monthly 
training meetings in 2017. Don’t be shy, we appreciate your input! To 
share your ideas, email apearson@clintoncounty-ia.gov. 

 

Looking Ahead 
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